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After watching the video and reading the articles I am saddened by many of the things that I have learned from both of them.  When I was young, I didn’t realize just how hard it could be to survive in other countries outside of the United States.  In my young eyes, I thought the world was perfect.  I never knew how hard this world could be.  As I get older and more educated, I continue to learn stories of the struggles of people from other countries.  I am saddened that they have to go through these things because of the wars that are happening where they are supposed to call home.  Also after reading the articles, watching the video, and learning the things I have from the discussions that we have had in class I am also saddened to learn about the struggles that people face once they immigrate to the United States in hopes of better lives.  Some of my family members lived through war in their own hometown.  I learned of their story about 15 years ago.  
Once I grew old enough to understand, my grandmother told me the story of how she and her mother came to the United States.  My grandmother immigrated to the United States from Germany after she met and married my grandfather who was a U.S. citizen.  My grandfather and grandmother met because my grandfather was enlisted in the U.S. Army and was stationed in Germany.  I was taught about the struggles that Germans faced especially those who were alive during the war while Hitler took control of the country.  My grandmother told me many stories of how hard it was for her family during that time.  My great-grandmother and her sister had to hide their own brother in fear that the Nazis would take him to a concentration camp because he was mentally disabled.  My great-grandmother’s family also owned their own shop in Germany which had been destroyed and had to be re-built after the war.  During the Depression, my great-grandmother had to hide her nice silver utensils and other nice belongings in fear that they would be taken.  After hearing the stories of people from other countries during our discussions, readings, and videos I find that my family from Germany actually had it somewhat easier than many others have had.  I am not discounting my family’s struggles whatsoever but, after I learned of Loung Ung and her family’s struggles, I realize that my families could have been much worse. 

While watching the video, Loung Ung described the struggles that her family faced during the war in Cambodia, and I had to hold back tears of sadness more than once.  I can’t imagine a young girl having to go through the things that she and her family had to go through.  I have lost my father to an early death, but to lose my father the way she lost hers is unthinkable to me.  When I learned that in Cambodia they trained children soldiers to fight in their war and that Loung Ung had to become one of those soldiers it seemed like madness to me.  I can’t believe that families are put through this type of inhumanity.  I truly felt sadness deep within for Loung Ung.  If I could have reached into that screen and hugged her, I would have.  Then to learn of the struggles that she faced once she immigrated to the United States made me feel frustration.  How is it that someone who has dealt with so much has to deal with even more when finding sanctuary?  The articles we read also stated that immigrants who come to the United States looking for a new life after living through war are still faced with many struggles which make it almost as hard to survive here as it is to survive in the country that they come from.  

In the past few weeks in class discussions, readings, and videos we have learned about the many struggles that Asian Americans have faced in their own countries.  We have also learned about the struggles that they face once they immigrate to the United States although they come looking for a better life for their families.  While learning this information I have felt sadness for the things that these people have had to go through but watching Loung Ung describe her struggles hit me harder than anything we have learned in this class thus far.  While I read the articles after watching the video of Loung Ung I felt more passion for the refugees that are living in refugee camps and also the refugees that come to the United States only to have a small chance of succeeding at getting better lives for themselves.  I hope sometime soon more will be done to help refugees and immigrants transition into their new lives in the United States.  These people come here for better lives, not for more struggles.  

Currently, the United States government is trying to decide whether undocumented children who cross the U.S.-Mexico border should be classified as refugees.  After reading about the situations that surround these children, I found that they are fleeing because of violence and poverty in their countries.  I feel that these children should be granted refugee status because of the violence that they are facing instead of being shipped back to their homelands were they could be killed.  After reading some of the information regarding these children I imagine the scenes of violence that Loung Ung described in her video and I think it would be crazy to send these children back to the types of situations that could put them in danger like Loung Ung was.  I don’t feel that the help refugees receive in the United States is as good as it should be but I feel that if we take these children in as refugees that at least they would be much safer here than in their hometowns.  No child should witness members of their family being slain in front of them let alone be worried that they are to be killed next.  No child should lose their life to the violence that they have in places such as Mexico and Central America where drug lords and militants run free.

I am so glad that Loung Ung has found a better life for herself and that she has tried to move on from her troubled past.  I wish there was more I could do as an individual to help the children and families who are facing the violent situations throughout the world.  This class and all the things I have learned throughout the class have opened my eyes to the problems that the world still faces.  I didn’t realize that there is still as much turmoil in the world today as there is right now.  The government needs to provide better services for immigrants and refugees and I wish I had the key to those improvements.  As a future educator this information that I have learned will help me cater to the many refugee and immigrant families that come into my classroom and I will do my best to help them better their lives and receive the information for the resources that are available to them.                 
