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Reflection

After doing some thinking about the learning outcomes that are listed in the course syllabus for Asian American Culture (ETHS 2420), I feel that I am most definitely progressing in achieving most of them, if not all.  One of the course learning outcomes is listed in the course syllabus as “upon successful completion of any program, students should be able to communicate effectively” which means that students should be able to effectively discuss and write about Asian American culture and the issues that they face.  I have actually noticed throughout the time that I have taken the Asian American Culture course that I discuss Asian American culture with family members in order to teach them and help them become culturally aware.  For instance, I have a family member who is a little older who used to address people of Asian descent as “oriental” because she didn’t realize that is not the correct term to use.  During one of our class periods we learned that “oriental” is definitely not the correct term to use when speaking of people of Asian descent so after speaking to this family member I made sure to correct her and told her the reason why it is not acceptable anymore. 

Another course outcome that I feel that I have progressed in achieving is, “upon successful completion of any program, students should develop the knowledge and skills to be civically engaged, and/or to work with others in a professional and constructive manner”.  This means that I should be able to understand the differences within the many diverse cultures, demonstrate awareness of the need for social justice among discriminated groups, and to demonstrate skills of cultural competence that will enable me to work with others in a professional manner.  I have previously taken a multicultural course and other courses which discuss the other cultures and families that I will work within the field of Education and I felt after each course that I was further able to understand the differences within many cultures and was also able to demonstrate awareness of the need for social justice among discriminated groups, and demonstrate skills of cultural competence that would enable me to work with others in a professional manner.  I know there is a great deal of information that is to be learned about other cultures throughout our world today so I don’t think anyone is ever fully culturally competent however I feel that currently I am much more culturally aware than I ever have been and I am very eager to learn as much as possible in order to gain as much cultural knowledge as possible in order to become closer to cultural competence.  I feel that I am now aware of the great deal of discrimination that surrounds various cultures in our society and I feel very confident that as an educator I will be ready and willing to work with the many people that I will encounter in my classroom.  

Another course outcome that I have progressed in achieving is, “upon successful completion of any program, students should acquire substantive knowledge in the discipline of their choice sufficient for further study, and/or demonstrate competencies required by employers to be hired and succeed in the workplace”.  This means that I should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the history, political, cultural, and social experiences of the Asian Americans living in the U.S. and also demonstrate awareness of civil rights and pressures to assimilate to understand the plight of Asian Americans so I can effectively provide services to members of the Asian American community.  I feel that after taking the Asian American Culture class that I have learned a great deal about the issues that Asian Americans face in the U.S. and I feel very confident that I will be able to work with each family that I will provide service to in my classroom.  I know that I will never pressure any family that comes into my classroom into feeling that they have to assimilate into mainstream American culture because I have learned that people need to hold on to their own culture.  I know that I will make sure to appreciate each individual’s cultural practices and make sure they know that these practices will be welcome in my classroom.  

Before taking Asian American Culture (ETHS 2420) I felt that I was aware of the issues that many cultures face throughout the world.  I assumed that from the things I have heard or read in the past that there is a drug/violence problem in Central America and Mexico, that there is starvation and violence in Africa, and that there is unsettling violence and war in the Middle East but I was never aware of the struggles and issues that many Asian populations face and also faced in the past.  I never knew that Cambodia still had a land mine problem and honestly was never fully aware of the extent of the problems that they faced in the past until I watched the video of Luong Ung speaking about her experiences of war in Cambodia.  My heart felt for the pain that she had to endure and it was at that point that I realized that I was not as aware of some the issues that are prevalent in our world today.  Before this course, I knew about Pearl Harbor and about Japans dealings in WWII but I never really knew about the violence and/or war that many of the Asian countries have faced in the past and the ones that are still facing them either.  After taking this course, I feel much more aware of the issues that are affecting our world and I am also intrigued to learn much more about them in order to assist me in becoming more culturally competent.  

Taking Asian American Culture (ETHS 2420) along with other courses such as Multicultural Education, has helped me progress and grow as an individual.  Before I started taking college courses a few years ago I could have sworn to you that I was culturally sensitive and aware.  I am a Caucasian married to an African American, how could I not be culturally sensitive and aware?  I didn’t ever realize how much more growing as an individual that I could do in order to become more culturally competent.  I knew that discrimination was a big thing in the United States but I only thought of it on behalf of the African American community.  I never realized how much discrimination that other cultures have faced throughout time and also currently in the United States.  Realizing that all cultures face discrimination and racism is something that will help me as an educator because I can teach my students the about the wrongs and help teach them what is right when dealing with other cultures and ethnic backgrounds.  During the semester we read a paper called, “White Privilege” which opened my eyes to the fact that people of Caucasian descent have more privilege than I ever realized.  While I was reading down the list of privileges that are listed throughout the paper I thought to myself, “Wow, how is this fair?”  After taking this course I definitely feel that I am more culturally sensitive and aware than I was before, but I have also realized that you could never be TOO culturally sensitive and aware.  I have learned that there is always room for progress and improvement as long as you are willing to learn and allow the growth.      
